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Argyll Estates Archives

Tracing your Family History in Argyll Estates Archives

The Archive of the Campbell Family, Dukes of Argyll, comprises family and estate papers dating
from the 13th century to the present day. The family owned land across much of Argyll, including
Inveraray, Loch Awe, Lorn, Cowal, Kintyre, Morven, Mull, lona and Tiree, and also in central
Scotland around Castle Campbell (the Regality of Campbell) and Stirling. The archive is a rich
source of information about the local history of these places and the people who lived there.

Some of the most important family and local history sources have been published:

e |nhabitants of the Argyll Estate in 1779, edited by Eric Cregeen, Scottish Record Society,
Old Series, 91 (1963)

e [jst of Inhabitants on the Duke of Argyll’s Property in Kintyre in 1792, edited by A.I.B.
Stewart, Scottish Record Society, New Series (1991)

e Inhabitants of the Inner Isles, Morvern and Ardnamurchan, 1716, edited by N. Maclean-
Bristol, Scottish Record Society, New Series (Edinburgh, 1998)

e Argyll Estate Instructions: Mull, Morvern, Tiree. 1771-1805, edited by Eric R. Cregeen,
Scottish History Society, Fourth Series (Edinburgh, 1964)

e Kintyre Instructions: The 5th Duke of Argyll's Instructions to His Kintyre Chamberlain,
1785-1805, edited by Eric Cregeen and Angus Martin (The Grimsay Press, 2011)

If your ancestors came from Argyll, Stirling or the Regality of Campbell, then the archive may
contain information about them. They do not need to have been Campbells - most of the people
living on the estate were not!

Information about people tends to be scattered amongst many record series in the Archives, so
we are not generally the best starting point for family history research. You need to know the
names of the people you are looking for, when they were alive and where on the Estates to look
for them.

Some alternative, more accessible, family history sources are listed below. If you are a Campbell,
or descended from a Campbell family or sept, you may also wish to contact the Clan Campbell
Society — contact details are given on page 3.

Please do as much research as possible before contacting us, to ensure you have sufficient
information for us to find your people in the Archives. You can do this by checking official sources
such as census records, civil registration records (birth, marriage and death) and parish registers
(baptisms, marriages and burials). These are all available online via the Scotland’s People website
(www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk) and free transcriptions of many of them, and other useful
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resources, are also available on family and local history websites. Professional genealogists and
family history societies can help you with this research — please see below for web links.

Family History Resources

e Scotland’s People: http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

e Genealogy of the UK (Argyll sources): http://www.genealogy-of-
uk.com/Scotland/Argyll/genealogy.htm

e Family Search: https://www.familysearch.org/

e Genealogy of the UK (UK-wide sources): http://www.genealogy-of-uk.com/index.html

e Genuki: www.genuki.org.uk

Cyndi’s List: www.cyndislist.com

Family History Societies

e Glasgow and West of Scotland Family History Society (also covers South and West Argyll):
http://www.gwsfhs.org.uk/

e Scottish Association of Family History Societies: http://www.safhs.org.uk/

Genealogical Research Services

e Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in Archives
http://www.asgra.co.uk/index.php

e Association of Professional Genealogists: http://www.apgen.org/

e The National Records of Scotland has compiled a list of record agents who can conduct
research on your behalf:
https://webarchive.nrscotland.gov.uk/20240326182737/https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/r
esearch/researching-online/paying-for-research
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Emigration

The National Records of Scotland has also compiled useful advice on emigration records and
where to find them:
https://webarchive.nrscotland.gov.uk/20240326182508/https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/researc
h/guides/emigration-records

Clan Campbell Societies

The Inveraray Castle website contains an introduction to the Campbell family history and a copy
of the Campbell Family Tree (https://www.inveraray-castle.com/castle/the-family/the-clan-
campbell). For more details about particular branches, septs or individuals, please contact the
Clan Campbell Society:

e USA and Canada: www.ccsna.org

Useful Publications

® Alistair Campbell of Airds, A History of Clan Campbell, 3 volumes (Edinburgh University
Press, 2000-2004). Available from the Castle Gift Shop or CCSNA.

This series traces the history of the Clan Campbell from its medieval origins to the present
day. Volume 3 contains genealogies of the chiefs and their families, and heraldic

information for many Campbell branches.

e Alan McNie, Clan Campbell. Your Clan Heritage (Cascade Publishing Company, 1983 and
1989). Available from the Castle Gift Shop.

Pocket-sized introduction to the Clan Campbell, covering the ducal line and Breadalbane
Campbells, with a map showing the location of the principal Campbell strongholds.

e John MacKay, The Campbells. The Origins of the Clan Campbell and their Place in History
(Lang Syne Publishers, 1997). Available from the Castle Gift Shop.

Another brief, but comprehensive introduction to the Clan Campbell.

e lan G. Lindsay and Mary Cosh, Inveraray and the Dukes of Argyll (Edinburgh University
Press, 1973).
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This publication provides a detailed account of the building of Inveraray Castle (est. 1746)
and the new town of Inveraray, and the contributions made to each by successive Dukes
of Argyll, up to the mid-twentieth century. It also describes how they, their families and
friends spent their time there. The book is superbly illustrated with photographs,
architectural drawings and prints. It is also very well-referenced and includes a list of
tradesmen who worked on the building of the Castle and town. Out of print but often
available second-hand.

e Ronald Black, The Campbells of the Ark, 2 volumes (Birlinn, 2017)

These books include detailed biographical research into Campbells in the ’45 and the
Argyll Militia.
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